MARCH   24-APRIL   19,    1916
This morning, the post was 80 minutes late, and at 11.45 tne
newspapers due at g a.m. had not come. No sound of a train
yet heard. Rumour of a raid with 18 Zeppelins. Magnificent
spring morning.
Friday, April jth.
The end of winter was very sudden last week. On Tuesday
last week was the worst blizzard for 50 years (in which our car
got smashed up against a tree that had fallen across the Col-
chester road); snow, slush, etc. And on Saturday the sun
was very hot, and the roads full of flying dust. Just like
summer, even to the E. and the N.E. wind.
I really ' got on to' first scene of " Carlotta" play on
Wednesday.
Friday, April 14$.
London yesterday. Interview (with Mrs. Scott) with Selfridge
in his office. He is very proud of his information bureau.
He wanted the Christian name of the Superintendent of Islington
Cattle Market. He got it from his Information Bureau in
about 3 minutes. There was a small closed roll-top desk in
his room. It is his son's, aged 16. Boy now home for holidays
from Winchester. He was upstairs learning accountancy. He
takes a boxing lesson every day at 12.30. His father showed
us photos of him at his desk in various attitudes, rncluding
the attitude of dictating to a girl-clerk. I continue to like
Selfridge.
Wednesday, April igth.
Dr. Slimon reports to me that at the meeting of Chairmen of
Emergency Committees and Military Representatives at Chelms-
f ord on Friday, which I could not attend, under the chairmanship
of General Paget, Paget insisted on the strong probability of an
invasion between Harwich- and Maldon in July or August.
The naval opinion at Harwich, I hear, is that the Harwich
Flotilla could not deal with the covering ships of an invading
force, and that, so far as the Navy was concerned, the force
would land, and the convoy be taken in the rear. It is also
said that the German submarines are trying to mine the course
of the proposed expedition, and that we are sweeping their
mines and mining contra.
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